
The initiate recognises two kinds of evil, Negative Evil and Positive Evil. Negative Evil is the polarising opposite of good.

Let us try and make this clear by an illustration. Every action gives rise to a reaction. The forward drive of the bullet is

equated by the recoil of the gun. Everything which moves has to have the equivalent of a thrust-block against which to

push - something firm under its feet from which to take off. It is difficult to walk on a slippery surface because it offers no

resistance. We must have something for the foot to grip, to push against, and give us the forward impulse at each step.

Negative Evil is the thrust-block of Good; the principle of resistance, of inertia, that enables Good to "get a purchase." But

Negative Evil is more than this. We might call the principle of resistance the "negative~~ aspect of Negative Evil. For it

has also a "positives' aspect, the Principle of Destruction. We can best explain the cosmic function of the Principle of

Destruction by calling it by its esoteric name of the Scavenger of the Gods. Its function is to clear up behind the

advancing tide of evolution, removing that which has become effete so that it may not choke and clog evolving life. We

now find the answer to the eternal riddle as to why God tolerates the Devil. The Devil is the cosmic thrust-block and

Scavenger of the Gods. It is this aspect of evil which is given a more detailed symbolism in the pantheons of other faiths,

having its Shiva and Kali, or its Pluto and Hecate aspects. We can now see why these resistive and destructive forces

are classed as gods and not as demons, for they are reactions according to cosmic law, not anarchical and chaotic

forces. We now come to the consideration of Positive Evil. This again has a "negative's and "positive's aspect. Its

"negative's aspect is pure chaos, unformed substance and unco-ordinated force. It has been aptly called the Cosmic

Abortion. To drift into the sphere of "negative" Positive Evil is like being caught in a psychic quicksand. We are now ready

to consider the sphere of "positive" Positive Evil, the demons themselves... -Dion Fortune. "Psychic Self Defense."


